
Chapter 14 Section 1 Terms/Concepts American Legal 
System American Government & Citizenship 

Terms: Precedent Litigious Jurisdiction Appeal 
Compensatory Damages Inferior Courts  

Concepts: 
 

 Role of law in societies/five functions (see chart!) 

 Civil law tradition 

 Common law tradition 

 Adversarial system 

 Litigious system 

 Substantive vs. Procedural laws 

 Criminal vs. Civil laws 

 Types of laws 

o Statutory 

o Administrative 

o Executive orders 

 Dual Court System – What it is and how cases move up system (chart p. 416) 

o Jurisdictions: 

 Original 

 Concurrent 

 Appellate 

 State Courts – (See chart p. 415) 

 Federal Courts 

 

 


