
Chapter 2 Section 1 Terms/Concepts City-states in 
Mesopotamia World History/Geography – Africa & Middle East 

Terms: Fertile Crescent City-state Ziggurat Dynasty 
Cultural diffusion Polytheism    

Concepts: 
 
¾ Location of Mesopotamia and why? 

¾ What about location made life difficult? 

¾ How were the people able to overcome difficulties?  Give examples. 

¾ 5 components of Sumerian city-states 

¾ How/why did priests and rulers share power?   

¾ How did surplus food lead to cultural diffusion? 

¾ Sumerian views of their gods. 

¾ Sumerian religious beliefs. 

¾ Social order:  groups in society, roles and where they lived. 

¾ Innovations 

¾ Effects of war 

¾ Code of Hammurabi:  How it was applied and its purpose(s) 
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